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The Mid-Monthly Review 
The Council on Dental Health of the American Dental Association reports on its 
activities and plans. Projects of the Council are reviewed in article by the secretary 
of the Council. 


THE JouRNAL continues its offer of free classified advertising space to veterans. 
Copy must be received not later than March 1. . . . Walter H. Scherer appointed 
to Executive Committee of the Red Cross Advisory Board on Health Services. . 

J. Roy Doty, Associate Chemist of the A. D. A. Bureau of Chemistry, develops new 
method of epinephrine determination. . . . Publish roster of members of A. D. A. 
February 1... . Journat Index for 1945 available soon on request. 


New Jersey State Board of Dental Examiners adds eight schools to approved 
list. . . . Columbia University offers new course for dental school librarians. . . . 
Harold J. Noyes, Chicago, appointed dean of School of Dentistry, University of 
Oregon. 


Veterans Administration reports its dental activities for 1945. . . . New plans for 
wider use of private practice in health service programs are also announced by 
Veterans Administration. 


OPA removes price ceilings on dental equipment. . . . Congress hears another 
proposal to make surplus property available to veterans. . . . President Truman 
transfers surplus property agency to Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 


Cleveland Dental Society holds sixth annual Children’s Dental Health Day 
February 4. . . . Midwinter Meeting of Chicago Dental Society to be held at 
Stevens Hotel, February 11-14. 


The Journal of the American Dental Association. Vol. 33, No. 2. Published 
by the American Dental Association, 222 East Superior St., Chicago 11, IIl. 
Yearly subscription $5.00. Entered as second-class matter, May 27, 1942,' 
at the postoffice at Chicago, IIl., under the act of August 24, 1912. Pub- 
lished semimonthly. Copyright 1946 by the American Dental Association. 
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The Council on Dental Health of the American Dental Association Reports on Its 
Activities and Plans 


The official records of the American 
Dental Association’ reveal a_ steadily 
growing interest in the dental health 
needs of the public. For nearly ten years 
a number of committees of the American 
Dental Association have studied various 
phases of the dental health problem and 
have made recommendations to adopt 
certain policies and actions. In order to 
correlate the Association’s efforts in this 
growing field, the House of Delegates 
established the Council on Dental Health 
in August 1942 by merging the Commit- 
tee on Public Health Education and the 
National Health Program Committee. 
The new Council was instructed to de- 
velop plans and programs which would 
more adequately provide dental care for 
the public, to assist constituent societies 
in carrying out similar activities and to 
establish and maintain relations with 
agencies interested in programs'for den- 


tal health. 


Council Members.—The Council on Den- 
tal Health consists of nine members 


nominated by the Board of Trustees and. 


elected by the House of Delegates. All 
members are elected for a term of three 
years. The director of the Bureau of Pub- 
lic Relations serves as an ex-officio mem- 
ber.. The present membership of the 
Council is as follows: Hugo M. Kulstad, 
chairman, 6381 Hollywood Blvd., Holly- 
wood 28, Calif.; L. T. Hunt, Security 
Mutual Bldg., Lincoln, Nebr.; Leo J. 
Schoeny, Maison Blanche Bldg., New 
Orleans 16, La.; Kenneth A. Easlick, 
School of Dentistry, University of Michi- 
gan, Ann Arbor, Mich.; Leon R. Kramer, 
National Reserve Bldg., Topeka, Kan.; 
Walter A. Wilson, 150 East State St., 
Trenton 8, N. J.; Lloyd H. Dodd, Citi- 
zens Bldg., Decatur, Ill.; Leroy M. S. 
Miner, 363 Marlborough St., Boston, 
Mass.; Frank C. Cady, U. S. Public 
Health Service, 15 Pine St., New York 5, 
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Hugo M. Kulstad, chairman, Council on 
Dental Health. 


N. Y.; Lon W. Morrey, ex-officio mem- 
ber, 222 East Superior St., Chicago 11, 
Ill.; Allen O. Gruebbel, executive secre- 
tary, 222 East Superior St., Chicago 11, 
Ill. 

The Council on Dental Health has the 
authority to appoint subcommittees and 
advisers in order to carry out a number 
of activities simultaneously and to secure 
assistance from specialists in various 
fields. 

Three-Point Plan.—Although a number 
of actions can be cited as examples of 
the Council’s accomplishments during 
the past three years, actually progress 
cannot be measured on this basis. Much 
of the work in which the Council is pres- 
ently engaged is a continuation or an 
expansion of the activities of the National 
Health Program Committee. For exam- 
ple, upon the recommendation of that 
committee in 1939, the House of Dele- 
gates established a pattern for a dental 


health program. The elements of the 
plan consist of (1) methods for attacking 
dental disease (dental research, dental 
health education, and dental care, par- 
ticularly for children), (2) a statement 
of eight principles for safeguarding the 
interest of the public and the dental pro- 
fession and (3) a policy of local deter- 
mination and administration of dental 
health projects. By using this pattern as 
a starting point, the Council on Dental 
Health reexamined the various economic, 
health and social issues involved and 
found the major portion of the plan to 
be a logical and constructive approach 
to the dental public health problem. 
Almost all of the proposals of the Coun- 
cil on Dental Health since 1942 have 
been directed toward a further develop- 
ment of the plan and toward putting 
many of its proposals into effect. How- 
ever, the Council decided that a revision 
of the eight principles would be of consid- 


Allen O. Gruebbel, executive secretary, 
Council on Dental Health. 
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erable aid in developing plans consistent 
with present-day conditions. Conse- 
quently, a revision of the principles was 
submitted to and approved by the House 
of Delegates in October 1944.7 

The long-range objective of the Coun- 
cil on Dental Health is to use the re- 
sources of the American Dental Associa- 
tion to promote dental health. To do so 
requires up-to-date information on the 
size of the dental disease problem; it re- 
quires an evaluation of the effectiveness 
of methods to prevent or contro] dental 
disease; it requires knowledge of the 
availability of resources for promoting 
dental health; it requires an informed 
public, and it requires a cooperative den- 
tal profession. It is these problems with 
which the Council on Dental Health is 
presently engaged. In order to develop 
an expanded plan of action, it was found 
necessary to organize the Council’s activi- 
ties in a systematic and orderly manner. 
For this reason, the work of the subcom- 
mittees is grouped into four sections rep- 
resenting the four basic functions of 
the Council: (1) Research and Special 
Studies, (2) Program Planning, (3) 
Public and Professional Information and 
(4) States Relations. 
Children’s Programs.—IJt is a well-estab- 
lished fact that the major emphasis 
of any organized group action to improve 
dental health must be directed toward 
dental programs for children. In recog- 
nition of this fact, the Council on Dental 
Health is directing many of its activities 
toward the public health aspects of den- 
tal disease in children and youth. A 
statement of fundamental objectives for 
the promotion of dental health for chil- 
dren and youth has been developed and 
will be submitted to the House of Dele- 
gates for approval. 

Although dental disease in children is 
by no means restricted to low income 
groups, dental care for underprivileged 


1. A.D.A. Trans., October 1944, pp. 376- 
380. 
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children is one important aspect of the 
problem. A dental care plan for low in- 
come groups has been prepared. A special 
pamphlet on this subject is available free 
upon request.? The plan makes the fol- 
lowing recommendation: 

Early and continued dental care for the 
younger group is of primary importance if 
the high incidence of tooth loss is to be 
reduced in the population. Just as modern 
medicine has lengthened the expectancy of 
life, so can modern dentistry lengthen the 
expectancy of tooth life by providing early 
dental treatment for children, followed regu- 
larly by a constant routine of maintenance 
treatment. Such conclusions suggest that 
treatment programs for children be given 
primary consideration. These programs 
should start with the youngest groups avail- 
able and as one group is completed proceed 
with the next age group. 

The plan suggests that dental care be 
provided in private dental offices, dental 
clinics or trailers, depending on local 
circumstances. In the selection of the 
patients, the means test consistent with 
local policies should apply. A means test 
is the application of a formula to deter- 
mine the ability of a family to pay for 
dental care. In order to encourage the 
provision of complete service for chil- 
dren, the plan enumerates minimum 
standards of treatment as suggested by 
the American Society of Dentistry for 
Children. 

Dental Care Costs.—Another important 
part of the Council’s work has been 
to study methods of meeting dental care 
costs and the possibility .of applying the 
prepayment principles to dentistry. Stud- 
ies conducted along these lines have 
convinced the Council on Dental Health 


that the American people need not only - 


better distribution of dental service but 
also a method whereby the costs of such 
service may be paid on some type of 
budgeting basis. Although the successful 

2. A Dental Care Plan for Low Income 


Groups. Chicago: Council on Dental Health, 
American Dental Association, 1945. 
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application of the prepayment principle 
in meeting hospital and medical care 
costs has been well established, present 
knowledge on the subject is inadequate 
to determine whether a similar budgeting 
plan can be applied to dental services. 

In an effort to explore the possibilities 
of a dental prepayment program, the 
Council on Dental Health has recom- 
mended the establishment of several ex- 
perimental prepayment plans under the 
sponsorship of dental societies. Detailed 
information on this subject is available 
from the Council. Dental societies inter- 
ested in a postpayment method can also 
receive copies of a recommended post- 
payment plan. 

The Council on Dental Health initi- 
ated a study to determine the need for 
an index and a digest of official actions 
of the American Dental Association. The 
Council’s report to the House of Dele- 
gates stated that “the Council on Dental 
Health has been increasingly concerned 
with the unavailability of clear statements 
of policy on social issues.” It was recom- 
mended that the proper agency of the 
American Dental Association be pro- 
vided with funds and facilities to prepare 
an index and a digest of official actions 
of the American Dental Association simi- 
lar to the “Index and Digest of Official 
Actions of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation.” This proposal was approved by 
the House of Delegates, and the project 
is now well under way. 

A bill to provide funds for dental re- 
search was introduced in the present 
session of Congress. As a constructive 
measure to support community dental 
health education and dental care projects 
for children, the Council recommended 
to the House of Delegates that a com- 
panion bill to the research bill be intro- 
duced in Congress. The passage of this 
bill would mean that all three points of 
the American Dental Association plan 
would be put into effect. The two legis- 


, 


lative measures, Senate Bill 190, provid- 
ing funds for dental research, and Senate 
Bill 1099, which would earmark funds 
for health education and dental care for 
children, have been favorably supported 
by all those who participated in the Sen- 
ate’s Subcommittee Hearing on June 26, 
27 and 28, 1945. 

State Health Agencies. Eight years ago 
the American Dental Association rec- 
ognized the need for appointing compe- 
tent dentists to administer dental health 
programs in state health agencies. In 
July 1937, the House of Delegates 
adopted the following resolutions: 

That some general plan for a dental health 
organization should be formed within the 
state board of health in each and every state, 
which should include one dentist on the gov- 
erning body. 

That the dental organization in each and 
every state board of health be a separate 
division or bureau. 

That dental personnel of the state health 
department be trained in public health, such 
training to conform in a general way to meet 
the requirements of medical personnel. 

That dental schools accept responsibility 
for organizing a course for dental health 
personnel, and that such course or courses 
be established in conjunction with already 
established public health schools. 

That the various state dental societies work 
in close harmony with their respective state 
health departments. 

That an advisory committee be appointed 
by each state dental society to offer to assist 
the state health department in the selection 
of dental personnel, and to advise relative to 
matters pertaining to public health dentistry. 

That funds allotted for dental activities be 
specifically designated in the state health 
department budget, and that the expenditures 
within each state be supervised by the direc- 
tor of the dental bureau or division. 

That directors of the dental bureaus or 
divisions conducting state programs be li- 
censed dentists, and their method of appoint- 
ment be the same as that applied to the ap- 
pointment of directors of other divisions or 
bureaus of the state health department and 
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with the approval of the dental advisory 
committee.° 

Many states have complied in part 

with these recommendations, but, upon 
investigation, the Council on Dental 
Health found that in some states dentis- 
try was not represented on the state board 
of health and that dental units in some 
instances were subdivisions of other bu- 
reaus. The Council on Dental Health 
called this matter to the attention of state 
societies, and this action resulted in the 
recent appointment of dentists to state 
boards of health and in the establishment 
of separate dental divisions in several 
state health departments. 
Programs for Workers.—Attention has 
also been given to dental health pro- 
grams for industrial workers. The Coun- 
cil on Dental Health defined industrial 
dentistry as “that specialty of dentistry 
which is concerned with the dental health 
of the industrial worker as it affects or 
is affected by his general health and his 
working environment.” 

The Council also agreed that a mini- 
mum program in industrial dental health 
service should include: (1) preplacement 
and periodic examination and diagnosis 
of all employes; (2) emergency service, 
including treatment of injuries and dis- 
ease of an occupational nature; (3) 
treatment and elimination of oral sepsis; 
(4) keeping of adequate records; (5) 
education in dental health and follow-up 
to encourage complete and regular den- 
tal service. 

Caries Control Program.—A serious effort 
is being made to investigate the pos- 
sibility of organizing a nation-wide pro- 
gram of caries control patterned after 
the tuberculosis and cancer control pro- 
grams. However, before a decision can 
be made as to the practicability of such a 
plan, it is necessary to evaluate the effec- 
tiveness of the measures which would be 
used in controlling dental caries. What 
amount of caries control can be obtained 


3. A.D.A. Trans., July 1937, pp. 298-299. 


from the use of the toothbrush, from 
balanced or low sugar diets, from the use 
of fluorides, from periodic dental treat- 
ment? All of these procedures have been 
mentioned as desirable elements of a 
caries control program. How effective 
are they? Upon what scientific findings 
do we base our opinions? What bene- 
ficial results can the public expect if they 
follow our advice and participate in some 
kind of action? The Council on Dental 
Health proposes to obtain the opinions 
of authorities in the various fields to de- 
termine how many of the suggested 
methods for caries control can safely be 
incorporated in a national plan. 

Veterans Administration.—The Council 
on Dental Health has been requested 
by a state council to make a study of the 
present and proposed dental program of 
the Veterans Administration. It is be- 
coming apparent that the provision of 
dental care for many of the twenty mil- 
lion veterans who will be eligible for 
dental treatment will require consider- 
able expansion of the facilities and the 
activities of the Veterans Administra- 
tion. The Board of Trustees has requested 
the President to appoint a special com- 
mittee “on Veterans Administration 
problems and that this committee be 


given authority to aid in the development 


of a dental program for the Veterans 
Administration within the established 
policies of the Association.” * 

State Councils.—The plans and recom- 
mendations of the Council on Dental 
Health would be of little value to the 
public for whom they are intended un- 
less they are transposed into action. For 
this reason, organization on a national 
level is not in itself sufficient to cope 
with the problems of the state and the 
community. The efforts of the national 
Council must be supplemented by a simi- 
lar organization in the state and com- 
munity, so that a network of national, 


4. Proceedings of Board of Trustees, Octo- 
ber 19-21, 1945. 
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state and local councils can exchange 
ideas and information and can integrate 
the work in all areas of the country. All 
state dental societies have established 
councils on dental health or a committee 
with similar functions. 

Recent reports from states indicate a 
growing interest in dental health promo- 
tion. Some state councils are publishing 
monthly bulletins; some are holding 
monthly meetings; some are far ad- 
vanced in program planning, while others 
are in the early stages of organization. 
All have one thing in common—a re- 
sponsibility to assist in the development 
of plans which will make dental care 
available to a greater number of people. 

The Council on Dental Health has 
been greatly benefited in its work by the 
exchange of information and recommen- 
dations with state councils. Field service 
is provided to states within the limita- 
tions of the Council’s resources. Two of 


the Council’s subcommittees are assigned 
the task of keeping the public and the 
dental profession informed of the Ameri- 
can Dental Association’s efforts to pro- 
mote dental health. In addition to the 
publication of articles and pamphlets, 
with the cooperation of the Bureau of 
Public Relations a news letter is pub- 
lished each month and is sent to those 
who have a particular interest in the 
Council’s activities. The purpose of the 
news letter is to keep members of the 
national, state and local councils on den- 
tal health informed of the accomplish- 
ments of all councils and of current 


developments in all fields of health pro-. 


motion. 

When full meetings of the American 
Dental Association are again held, the 
Council plans to conduct annual confer- 
ences in which component council mem- 
bers will be invited to participate.— Allen 
O. Gruebbel, Executive Secretary. 


A.D.A. ACTIVITIES 


Journal Offers Veteran Dentists 
Free Classified Advertisements 


THE Journat offers space for a fifty- 
word classified advertisement in the Feb- 
ruary, March or April issue, without 
charge, to all dentists honorably dis- 
charged from service. The usual classi- 
fied advertising rules apply to this offer, 
and advertisements should apply to one 
of the general headings found in the 
classified advertising section of THE 
JouRNAL. 

Communications should be addressed 
to the Classified Advertising Department 
of the American Dental Association, 222 
East Superior St., Chicago 11, IIl., before 
March 1, 1946. 


Walter H. Scherer, A.D.A. President, 
on Red Cross Advisory Board 


Walter H. Scherer, President of the 
American Dental Association, was desig- 
nated as chairman of the division of 
dentistry and member of the Executive 
Committee of the Red Cross Advisory 
Board on Health Services recently ap- 
pointed to coordinate the activities of 
the Red Cross in the health field, it was 
announced December 2. 

Tht board consists of 109 men and 
women from twenty-five states and the 
District of Columbia, representing every 
specialty in the field of health, including 
dentistry. Among the departments upon 
whose programs the new board will ad- 
vise are: nutrition, nursing, home nurs- 
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ing, nurses’ aides, first aid, water safety 
and accident prevention, medical aspects 
of home service, hospital service, blood 
donor, civilian relief, disaster relief and 
canteen corps and nutrition aides. 

The first meeting of the board’s Ex- 
ecutive Committee was held in Washing- 
ton, December 15. The entire board will 
meet at least once a year. 


New Assay Method Developed by 
A.D.A. Bureau of Chemistry 


An epinephrine determination which is 
much more rapid and accurate than 
previously known procedures was re- 
ported in a paper read by Dr. J. Roy 
Doty, Associate Chemist, A.D.A. Bureau 
of Chemistry, before a meeting of the 
Chicago Section of the American Chem- 
ical Society on November 16, 1945. 

The method is especially applicable to 
dental local anesthetic solutions, and may 
also be applied to solutions containing 
cobefrin. 


A.D.A. Journal Index for 
1945 Available on Request 


The Index for Volume 32, 1945, will 
be published separately from THE Jour- 
NAL and will be available about February 
1 to all members of the Association upon 
request. 

All who wish copies of the Index are 
urged to send in their requests promptly 
to the American Dental Association, 222 
East Superior St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Captain Wells, Former A.D.A. President, 
Returns to Inactive Duty 


Capt. C. Raymond Wells, Past Presi- 
dent of the American Dental Association 
and former Chief Dental Officer of the 
National Selective Service System, re- 
turned to inactive duty November 21, 


1945, and resumes his practice in Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 


Returns from 1945 Relief 
Fund Campaign Mounting 


To date, the proceeds from the 1945 
campaign for the Relief Fund of the 
American Dental Association, which ran 
from November through December 1945, 
amount to $29,000. Returns are still 
coming in, and the rating of constituent 
societies for 1945 will be available some- 
time in March. 

It is still hoped that the total receipts 
of the 1945 campaign will top those of 
1944, which amounted to $36,746.22. 


American Dental Association’s Roster 
of Members Available February 1 


The American Dental Association’s 
1945 Roster of Members, containing the 
names and addresses of more than 55,000 
members, will be available February 1 at 
$3.50 per copy. Delivery is guaranteed 
on all orders received by January 21. 

Copies can be obtained by writing the 
American Dental Association, 222 East 
Superior St., Chicago 11, III. 


MEDICINE 


A.M.A. Adopts “Constructive 
Program” for Medical Care 


The American Medical Association, at 
a meeting of its House of Delegates in 
Chicago December 3-6, adopted a four- 
teen-point “constructive program for 
medical care” and voted prompt devel- 
opment of a voluntary national health 
program by the association. The asso- 
ciation also took a stand against the 
proposals recently announced by Presi- 
dent Truman. The next full scientific 
session of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation will be held in San Francisco, 
July 1-5. The text of the fourteen-point 
program follows: 
Preamble.—The physicians of the United 
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States are interested in extending to all people viduals and agencies to establish the need for 


in all communities the best possible medical 
care. The Constitution of the United States, 
the Bill of Rights and the “American Way of 
Life” are diametrically opposed to regimenta- 
tion or any form of totalitarianism. According 
to available evidence in surveys, most of the 
American people are not interested in testing 
in the United States experiments in medical 
care which have already failed in regimented 
countries. 

The physicians of the United States, through 

the American Medical Association, have 
stressed repeatedly the necessity for extending 
to all corners of this great country the avail- 
ability of aids for diagnosis and treatment, so 
that dependency will be minimized and inde- 
pendence will be stimulated. American private 
enterprise has won and is winning the greatest 
war in the world’s history. Private enterprise 
and initiative manifested through research 
may conquer cancer, arthritis and other as yet 
unconquered scourges of humankind. Science, 
as history well demonstrates, prospers best 
when free and unshackled. 
Program.—The physicians represented by the 
American Medical Association propose the 
following constructive program for the exten- 
sion of improved health and medical care to 
all the people: 

1. Sustained production leading to better 
living conditions with iniproved housing, nu- 
trition and sanitation which are fundamental 
to good health; we support progressive action 
toward achieving these objectives: 

2. An extended program of disease preven- 
tion with the development or extension of or- 
ganizations for public health service so that 
every part of our country will have such serv- 
ice, as rapidly as adequate personnel can be 
trained. 

3. Increased hospitalization insurance on a 
voluntary basis. 

4. The development in or extension to all 
localities of voluntary sickness insurance plans 
and provision for the extension of these plans 
to the needy under the principles already 
established by the American Medical Associa- 
tion. 

5. The provision of hospitalization and 
medical care to the indigent by local authori- 
ties under voluntary hospital and sickness in- 
surance plans. 

6. A survey of each state by qualified indi- 


additional medical care. 

7. Federal aid to states where definite need 
is demonstrated, to be administered by the 
proper local agencies of the states involved 
with the help and advice of the medical pro- 
fession. 

8. Extension of information on these plans 
to all the people with recognition that such 
voluntary programs need not involve increased 
taxation. 

g. A continuous survey of all voluntary 
plans for hospitalization and illness to deter- 
mine their adequacy in meeting needs and 
maintaining continuous improvement in qual- 
ity of medical service. 

10. Discharge of physicians from the armed 
services as rapidly as is consistent with the 
war effort in order to facilitate redistribution 
and relocation of physicians in areas needing 
physicians. 

11. Increased availability of medical educa- 
tion to young men and women to provide a 
greater number of physicians for rural areas. 

12. Postponement of consideration of revo- 
lutionary changes while 60,000 medical men 
are in the service voluntarily and while 12,- 
000,000 men and women are in uniform to 
preserve the American democratic system of 
government. 

13. Adoption of federal legislation to pro- 
vide for adjustments in draft regulation which 
will permit students to prepare for and con- 
tinue the study of medicine. 

14. Study of postwar medical personnel re- 
quirements with special reference to the needs 
of the veterans’ hospitals, the regular Army, 
Navy and United States Public Health Service. 


DENTAL SCHOOLS 


Course in Public Health 
Given by Emory University 


Emory University, School of Dentistry, 
has announced a course in public health 
to be given students of the senior class 
during the second semester of each ses- 
sion. J. G. Williams, member of the State 
Board of Health and director of the 
Dental Division of the State Health 
Department, has been appointed director 
of the course. 
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Harold J. Noyes, newly appointed dean of 
Oregon University School of Dentistry, who 
will take office July 1. 


Eight Dental Schools Approved by 
New Jersey Dental Board 


Eight dental schools were added to the 
New Jersey list of approved schools at the 
meeting of the State Board of Registra- 
tion and Examination in Dentistry of 
New Jersey, September 16. The schools 
approved were: 


College of Dentistry, University of Cali- 
fornia, San Francisco, Calif. 

Chicago College of Dental Surgery, School 
of Dentistry, Loyola University, Chicago, IIl. 

Dental School, Northwestern University, 
Chicago, 

College of Dentistry, State University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. 

School of Dentistry, University of Louis- 
ville, Louisville, Ky. 

Kansas City-Western Dental College, School 
of Dentistry, University of Kansas City, Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 

College of Dentistry, University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, Nebr. 

School of Dentistry, University of Tennes- 
see, Memphis, Tenn. 
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This action was taken on the recom- 
mendation of the Committee on Colleges 
because of the excellent rating given 
these schools in the recent report of the 
Council on Dental Education of the 
American Dental Association and in in- 
vestigations conducted by the Committee. 

The Board will examine graduates of 
the recently approved schools provided 
they meet the requirements for obtaining 
a New Jersey Dental Student Qualifying 
Certificate. This certificate may be ob- 
tained by applying to the Bureau of Cre- 
dentials, Department of Public Instruc- 
tion, Trenton Trust Building, Trenton. 


Western Reserve University Offers 
Refresher Courses to Graduate Dentists 


The School of Dentistry, Western Re- 
serve University, Cleveland, Ohio, an- 
nounces the following refresher courses 
available to graduate dentists, to be 
given January to March 1946: root-canal 
therapy, January 21-25; gold inlays, 
March 11-15; oral pathology, March 4-8; 
full denture prosthesis, March 11-15; 
fixed bridgework, March 11-15; practice 
management, March 11-15. 

All dentists interested should write to 
the School of Dentistry, Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland 6, Ohio, giving in- 
formation pertaining to education, den- 
tal affiliations, practical experience and 
courses desired, and enclosing $25 ma- 
triculation fee to be applied to tuition. 


Columbia Offers New Course 
for Dental School Librarians 


Columbia University recently an- 
nounced that a newly revised course 
on medical and dental library adminis- 
tration will be given during the 1946 
summer session. 

Further information may be obtained 
by writing the Dean, School of Library 
Service, Columbia University, New York 
o>, 
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 


Veterans Administration’s 1945 
Annual Dental Report 


Dental care was provided by the Vet- 
erans Administration for 35,111 hospital 
patients, 4,725 domiciliary members and 
6,371 outpatients in dental clinics main- 
tained by the Administration during the 
past fiscal year. Of these 46,207 patients, 
16,945 were veterans of World War II 
and 29,262 were veterans of World War I 
and other wars, and individuals dis- 
charged from service other than that of 
war time. These beneficiaries were fur- 
nished treatment at an actual cost of 
$1,323,796, as compared with the treat- 
ment of 41,581 beneficiaries at a cost of 
$1,222,280 for the fiscal year of 1944. 

In his report, Milburn M. Fowler, who 
succeeded Lloyd Y. Beers as Chief of 
Dental Service of the Veterans Adminis- 
tration in July 1945, recommends the 
establishment of outpatient dental clinics 
in metropolitan centers of the country 
because of the increased number of bene- 
ficiaries on this basis. During the fiscal 
year, it has been necessary to enlarge the 
dental clinics in many of the facilities, 
particularly those devoted to the care of 
neuropsychiatric patients, in order to 
provide dental care to the increased 
patient load. 

According to the Administration, the 
volume of artificial denture work has 
shown an increase over that of the fiscal 
year 1944. There were 30,402 new den- 
tures constructed and 5,429 dentures re- 
paired during the fiscal year 1945, as 
compared with 29,708 new dentures and 
5,341 dentures repaired during 1944. 

Equipment and supply requirements of 
the Veterans Administration have in- 
creased sharply. During the year 1945, 
regulations governing the furnishing of 
dental treatment in facilities were revised 
to simplify and facilitate the furnishing 
of treatment to hospitalized beneficiaries. 


There has been a sharp increase in the 
dental personnel required by the Admin- 
istration, both professional and sub-pro- 
fessional. The recruitment of qualified 
personnel has been and will continue to 
be the major problem of the Dental 
Service. At the close of the fiscal year, 
there were 222 full-time dentists on duty, 
and, of these, 164 dental officers have 
been commissioned in the Army of the 
United States and one in the United 
States Naval Reserve. 


Veterans Administration Plans 
Wider Use of Private Practice 


In accordance with the need for wider 
use of private health practice, the Veter- 
ans Administration announced, Decem- 
ber 28, a contract with the Michigan 
State Medical Society to treat veterans 
at home. Under the contract, the Michi- 
gan society provides for its members to 
treat veterans with disabilities which are 
service-connected but which do not re- 
quire hospitalization. 

According to the Administration, the 
Michigan plan will permit a veteran to 
apply to his family physician or to the 
Veterans Administration in his own com- 
munity. The Michigan Medical Service 
(a non-profit, prepayment medical or- 
ganization) collects the physician’s fee 
from the Administration and forwards it 
to him. 

Maj. Gen. Paul R. Hawley, acting 
Surgeon General of the Veterans Ad- 
ministration, said that, if the Michigan 
plan is successful, similar plans will be 
used in other states. 

Another Administration plan nearing 
final approval would permit veterans to 
be hospitalized in their own community 
hospital instead of in an Administration 
institution. 
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Dentists Needed for Civil 
Service Posts in U. S. Hospitals 


The U. S. Civil Service Commission 
is conducting an extensive campaign to 
recruit dentists for service in hospitals 
and clinics under the direction of the 
Veterans Administration and the U. S. 
Public Health Service. The needs of the 
Veterans Administration are particularly 
urgent at this time because of the rapid 
increase in the number of patients being 
cared for under the hospitalization pro- 
gram. 

The salary for the positions is $3,640 
a year for a forty-hour week. Overtime 
is paid for all authorized time worked in 
excess of forty hours a week. 


Applicants must have been graduated 
from a dental school with the degree of 
D.D.S. or D.M.D., and must be licensed 
in a state or territory of the United States 
or in the District of Columbia. In addi- 
tion, they must have had at least one 
year’s dental internship or one year’s ac- 
tive practice as a dentist. 

Qualified persons who wish to enter 
the government service are urged to 
apply at once. Announcements contain- 
ing full information regarding the posi- 
tions and application forms can be 
secured at first-class and second-class 
postoffices, from the Commission’s re- 
gional offices or direct from the U. S. 
Civil Service Commission, Washington 
25, D. C. 


GOVERNMENT 


Price Ceilings on Dental Equipment 
Removed by OPA 


Information has been received at the 
Central Office of the American Dental 
Association to the effect that all price 
ceilings were removed on dental equip- 
ment during December. No additional 
information was available at the time of 
going to press. 


Truman Transfers Smaller War 
Plants Corporation to RFC 


President Truman issued an executive 
order December 27 transferring all func- 
tions of the Smaller War Plants Corpora- 
tion to the Department of Commerce 
and the Reconstruction Finance Cor- 
poration. The order is effective Janu- 
ary 28. 

Under the order, the lending and sur- 
plus activities of the Smaller War Plants 
Corporation and its assistance to veterans 
in obtaining surpluses will be taken over 
by the Reconstruction Finance Corpora- 
tion. Activities of the Corporation in 
surveying the needs of small business and 


in supplying technical and other assist- 
ance were transferred to the Department 
of Commerce. 


WPB Authorizes Use of Natural 
Rubber in Dental Products 


The War Production Board recently 
authorized the use of natural rubber and 
natural rubber latex in the manufacture 
of approximately seventy-five additional 
products, and approved increases in the 
percentages of natural rubber permitted 
in the manufacture of nearly fifty other 
items. Items listed under this authoriza- 
tion include rubber dams, dental polish- 
ing tips and denture rubber. 


Congress Hears Proposal to Make 
Surplus Goods Available to Veterans 


A proposal to Congress that surplus 
goods be made available to veterans 
through thousands of wholesale dealers 
was made by W. Stuart Symington, sur- 
plus property administrator, December 
12. Mr. Symington informed a Senate 
military subcommittee that the present 
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system of releasing such goods through 
thirty-one regional offices of the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation has not 
been successful. He also recommended 
that veterans, who now rank behind state 
and local governments as well as federal 
agencies, be granted a priority over all 
purchasers except federal agencies and 
that veterans be permitted to buy surplus 
property for personal use as well as for 


business purposes. 


DENTISTS AND 
DENTAL SOCIETIES 


Cleveland Dental Society Presents 
Children’s Dental Health Program 


The Cleveland Dental Society will 
hold its sixth annual Children’s Dental 
Health Day program February 4 at 
Hotel Carter, Cleveland, Ohio. Chair- 
man of the program will be E. C. Miller. 

The morning session will open with an 
address of welcome by L. E. Newman, 
president, succeeded by the following 
talks: “I Have a Successful Dental Prac- 
tice” by Stanley C. Brown, Ithaca, 
Mich.; “Local Anesthesia for the 
Child Patient” by W. Harry Archer, 
University of Pittsburgh; “Bacteriology 
for the Children’s Dentist” by Mary C. 
Crowley, University of Michigan. 

The afternoon session will include a 
talk entitled “Preventive Dentistry — 
Your Responsibility and Ours” by J. R. 
Blayney, Zoller Memorial Dental Clinic, 
Chicago, IIl.; limited attendance clinics 
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Clinicians will 
be Stanley C. Brown (Economics) , Mary 
E. Crowley (Bacteriology), W. H. Archer 
(Local Anesthesia), L. I. Grossman 
(Consideration of Vital Tissues of the 
Tooth) , Phillip Burwasser (Treatment of 
the Deciduous Pulp) ; table clinics from 
2:00 to 4:30 p.m. 

Dinner will be followed by a talk en- 
titled “The Tooth— The Pulp — The 
Child” by Lewis I. Grossman. 


Philadelphia Dental Society Receives 
First Offer of Group Health Policy 


A group health and accident insurance 
policy is now available for the first time 
to members of the Philadelphia County 
Dental Society, according to an an- 
nouncement by Howard K.. Mathews, 
chairman of the Society’s Insurance 
Committee. The plan offers a broad, 
liberal coverage in group health and 
accident insurance at a_ reasonable 
premium. Fifty per cent of the society’s 
membership must enroll before the plan 
can become operative. 

Members of the Insurance Committee 
are John H. Greene, Lawrence E. Hess, 
Ralph L. Hart, Michael Quinn, Jr., 
John P. Dolak, Roy Hand, vice-chair- 
man, and Howard K. Mathews, chair- 
man. 


250 Attend Annual Meeting 
of Certified Akers Laboratories 


The 1945 annual eastern meeting of 
the owners and technicians of the Cer- 
tified Akers Laboratories was held at the 
Pennsylvania Hotel in New York City, 
December 2, under the sponsorship of 
Coe Laboratories, Inc., of Chicago, the 
central research organization of the Cer- 
tified Laboratory group. 

The meeting opened with a luncheon 
attended by 250 laboratory owners, tech- 
nicians and guests. Speakers and guests 
included: Maj. W. S. Rice, W. T. Har- 
per, A. P. Peyraud, A. W. Helbing, D. F. 
Morrison, Horace Cole, John Hollister, 
E. W. Skinner, Cmdr. William M. Mc- 
Govern and Luther S. H. Gable. 


Laboratories Institute of America 
Holds Annual Meeting in Chicago 


The Dental Laboratories Institute of 
America recently announced that its sev- 
enth annual meeting will be held Febru- 
ary 9 at the Hotel Continental, Chi- 


cago, Ill. 
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Nondental Exhibits Barred at 
Chicago Midwinter Meeting 


The Chicago Dental Society Board of 
Directors has voted to limit commercial 
exhibits at its Midwinter Meeting to 
products relevant to the practice of den- 
tistry. This action will mean the exclu- 
sion of commercial exhibits of such prod- 
ucts as cigarets and carbonated bever- 
ages. This step, it is stated, will make the 
commercial exhibits more interesting to 
dentists and will increase the value of 
the Midwinter Meeting to those firms 
which exhibit dental products. 


General Anesthesia Group to 
Hold Spring Meeting in New York 


The Spring Meeting of the American 
Society for the Advancement of General 
Anesthesia in Dentistry will be held at 
8:15 p.m., March 25, at the Hotel New 
Yorker, New York City, it was an- 
nounced by M. Hillel Feldman, executive 
secretary. 


ARMY AND NAVY 


No Credit for Time in ASTP 
Until Commissioned Three Years 


The War Department recently an- . 
‘nounced that the time served by a dental 


student in the Army Specialized Training 
Program will not be counted for separa- 
tion from service until he has completed 
thirty-six months of active duty as a 
commissioned officer. 


Time in Grade to 
Determine Army Promotions 


Time spent in grade will determine 
Army officer promotions, it was an- 
nounced December 19 by the War De- 
partment. The provision applies to sec- 
ond and first lieutenants who have served 
in one grade for eighteen months; cap- 
tains and majors, for twenty-four months, 
and lieutenant colonels, for thirty months. 


In computing service, 50 per cent addi- 
tional credit is given for time served 
overseas in grade. 

To qualify for such promotion, officers 
must have an efficiency index of not less 
than 40. 


Rules Announced to Govern 
Transfers to Regular Navy 


The conditions under which a Naval 
Reserve dental officer may transfer to the 
Regular Navy have been outlined in the 
following statement by Rear Adm. A. G. 
Lyle, Chief of the Naval Dental Corps: 
Statement.—In accordance with the Bureau 
of Naval Personnel Plan for Demobilization of 
the Navy, dental officers of the Naval Reserve 
who have accumulated on January 1, 1946, or, 
at such a time thereafter accumulate, 41 
points become eligible for release from active 
duty. Those officers, who are eligible for re- 
lease to inactive duty, desirous of being re- 
tained on active duty must submit a request 
for retention through official channels. Those 
officers applying for transfer to the Regular 


. Navy will automatically be retained until such 


a time as final action has been taken upon 
their application for transfer. 

Provision is made whereby an officer who 
has resigned or who has gone to inactive 
duty may apply for transfer to the Regular 
Navy within six months after the date of his 
resignation or release to inactive duty. Prece- 
dence will be lost commensurate with the 
period between the date of his release to in- 
active duty and his appointment in the 
Regular Navy. An officer on terminal leave 
may apply for transfer to the Regular Navy 
and, in order to avoid loss of precedence, re- 
quest return to active duty upon the expira- 
tion of his terminal leave. 


War Secretary Orders Study on 
Release of Dentists and Physicians 


Personal representatives of the Secre- 
tary of War have departed for Europe 
to make an exhaustive study on the re- 
lease of Army physicians and dentists, 
Maj. Gen. Norman T. Kirk, Surgeon 
General of the Army, has announced. 
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Col. Folling R. Powell, Jr., of the 
Legislative and Liaison Division of the 
War Department General Staff, and Col. 
Durward G. Hall, Chief of Personnel 
Service of the Surgeon General’s Office, 
who have been appointed to serve as 
personal representatives of the Secretary 
of War, left Washington December 1 to 
visit all European areas where Army 
physicians and dentists are stationed. 

Colonel Powell and Colonel Hall have 
been given full power by the Secretary 
of War to make a complete investigation 
of all pertinent facts relating to Army 
physicians and dentists so that the neces- 
sary steps can be taken to expedite the 
return of all men who can be spared. A 
similar investigation was recently com- 
pleted in the Pacific area. 

They will determine the medical and 
dental strength now necessary for each 
overseas theater so that all surplus pro- 
fessional officers can be immediately 
shipped out and be either released or 
assigned to replace men who are eligible 
for release. 

Plans are underway for the issuance 
of radio directives for the return of 
surplus personnel, and the highest trans- 
portation priority will be arranged in 
order to speed up this program. 

In addition to studying the needed 
strength of health personnel in each area, 
the Secretary of War’s representatives 
will also ascertain whether there has been 
any undue delay in returning men who 
have been declared surplus and, if so, 
will make recommendations for the im- 
mediate correction of such situations. 

An investigation is also planned in this 


_country of Service Forces, Ground Forces 


and Air Forces installations to make sure 
that medical and dental staffs are cut as 
rapidly as their work loads permit and 
that the discharge criteria are kept ad- 
justed in order to release at once those 
men who are surplus. 

In the meantime, the Surgeon Gen- 
eral’s Office announced that physicians 
and dentists are continuing to be released 
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as quickly as possible under the new 
release policy. Figures on the release of 
physicians at the end of the week of 
November 30 reached a total of 15,469, 
which is in excess of the 13,000 quota 
which had been set for the end of the 
year. For the same period, 3,539 dentists 
had been separated from the service. 


MEETINGS 


Rooms Continue Scarce for 
Chicago Midwinter Meeting 


The hotel room situation will continue 
to be serious for the period of the Mid- 
winter Meeting of the Chicago Dental 
Society, which will be held at the Ste- 
vens Hotel, February 11-14, Robert J. 
Wells, secretary, announced recently. 
Visitors to the meeting will have consid- 
erable difficulty in finding accommoda- 
tions unless they have confirmed hotel 
reservations. 

For the first time in several years the 
Chicago Dental Society will hold a full 
scale meeting with the usual programs 
of social events, clinics, exhibits and 
essays. 


Virginia State Dental Board 
to Hold Meeting in March 


The Virginia State Board of Dental 
Examiners will hold its next meeting at 
the Medical College of Virginia, Rich- 
mond, March 26, it was announced. 

Further information may be obtained 
by writing John M. Hughes, 715 Medi- 
cal Arts Bldg., Richmond 19, Va. 


Nebraska Dental Board to Hold 
Next Examination in Omaha 


The Nebraska Board of Dental Exam- 
iners announced that its next examina- 
tion will be conducted at Creighton 
College in Omaha, March 20-23. Ap- 
plications should be sent to the Board 
of Examiners, Capitol Building, Lincoln. 
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